
Reading TargetsReading TargetsReading TargetsReading Targets    

 

For each of the bookband colours we 
have developed a set of criteria which explain 
what a child is learning to do as they read 
each band. A child doesn’t have to achieve 
every single one before they move on to the 
next band but they do need to have mastered 
the vast majority. It’s important to remember 
that comprehension is just as important as 
being able to read (decode) the words. The 
criteria are hopefully helpful for you and 
your understanding of what they need to 
learn to do. If your child has a bookband 
book they will have a target sheet for the 
colour they are reading straight after half-
term. 

 
When children move beyond the bookband 

colours (the last 2 are usually white and 
lime but you might see some more advanced 
books with a silver or bronze sticker on 
them) they still have targets for their 
learning. They come from our assessment 
statements. 



BookbandsBookbandsBookbandsBookbands    

 

For all of Key Stage 1 and some of Key 
Stage 2, most children will be reading books 
which have a coloured sticker on them. Each 
colour represents a different difficulty level. 
This isn’t just determined by the words in the 
book, the length of sentences, the complexity 
of the story and the depth of comprehension 
all come into play. 

 

A child reading bookband books will 
always have access to other books from the 
library. Having a breadth of choice and 
reading experiences is extremely important to 
us. 
 

When a child moves beyond the bookband 
colours they are known as a ‘free reader’ 
which means they can choose books which 
are not in a colour band. However, they must 
still choose a book with care because free 
readers include a wide breadth of books. 
Teachers are very aware of this and will 
guide the children. 



PhonicsPhonicsPhonicsPhonics    
    

When children first learn to read they will 
be taught a number of different strategies. 
These include: sounding out the words using 
their phonics knowledge, learning tricky words 
by sight, using the pictures and reading 
around the word to make an informed guess 
at what word makes sense. 

 

The first of these, phonics, is the one 
which is given the highest priority. Phonemes 
(sounds) are learnt and then the skills of 
blending to read them and segmenting to spell 
using them are taught. 

 

So, snort is read as s n or t and 
then repeated with some pace to blend the 
word and read it. 

 
The phonics scheme we use is called 

Read, Write, Inc. For every phoneme there is 
an image and a phrase. We consider that 
these two things really help the children to 
remember the phonemes. 

 
 
 



Junior LibrarianJunior LibrarianJunior LibrarianJunior Librarian    
 
Junior Librarian is a system very similar 

to that used in a County library. 
 
All of the books in the library have been 

catalogued so that the children can sign them 
in and out against their name.  

 
The software also makes recommendations 

to the children, has a facility for writing and 
sharing book reviews and can be used for 
research about authors etc. The children are 
already scanning their books in and out and 
will be using the other tools in the coming 
weeks.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Accelerated ReaderAccelerated ReaderAccelerated ReaderAccelerated Reader    
 
 Accelerated Reader is a scheme which 
provides the Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 
children with quizzes and activities to reward 
and motivate them as they read. It also 
assesses the children’s ability and sets the 
right level of books for them. We are using it 
as partpartpartpart of our approach to reading so 
children won’t always be reading Accelerated 
Reader books. 
 
 Once the children have completed an 
initial quiz they are told which level of books 
they should choose. Having finished reading 
a book they then log in to the Accelerated 
Reader website and take a quiz about what 
happened in the story. They earn points for 
doing so and, over time, they will be told to 
choose different books as they get better and 
better. Accelerated Reader also keeps track of 
how much each child has read and how 
much the whole school has read. 
 

The teachers are currently receiving their 
training and then children are completing their 
initial quiz. They will then begin to use 
Accelerated Reader during November.   



Guided ReadingGuided ReadingGuided ReadingGuided Reading    
 
When a small group of children are 

reading at a similar level they come together 
with the teacher for guided reading. 

 
 This involves the group all reading 

the same book. The teacher plans the session 
to focus on a key learning point and will 
then ask questions about it which the 
children discuss with her/him. This way the 
children develop their ideas and knowledge 
from listening to each other and learn from 
the teacher too.  

 
Guided reading is also very much about 

the simple pleasure of enjoying sharing a 
book. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AssessmentAssessmentAssessmentAssessment    
 
 Assessment of children’s reading 

ability certainly isn’t just about giving them a 
test at Ermine Street. All of the different 
forms of reading that are on display today 
provide information which the teachers use to 
create a comprehensive picture of your child’s 
ability, their strengths and the little next steps 
that they need to be taught so that they 
continue to make progress. 

 
Once per half-term, we do give the older 

children a test. It is matched to the bookband 
colour or year group they are in and it 
provides us with an extra piece of evidence 
of what they can do independently. The 
assessments also help the children to prepare 
for the tests that they sit at the end of Key 
Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. 

 
At parents’ evenings, in the mid-year 

report and in the end of year report we will 
share your child’s assessment information 
with you. By knowing what they are good at 
and what their next steps are we hope that 
we can work with you to help your child 
make good progress. 



Reading In Literacy SessionsReading In Literacy SessionsReading In Literacy SessionsReading In Literacy Sessions    
 

 This takes many forms and is a part 
of almost every session. The children might 
be looking at a piece of writing from a book 
to learn how the author has described 
characters so that they can use the same 
techniques themselves. They might be learning 
a traditional story and then re-enacting it 
themselves to show that they can recall the 
main events. They might be picking out the 
different features of a report so that they 
know what to include when they write one. 

 
In all cases, it depends on the age and 

ability of the children and we always balance 
teaching reading, learning from books and 
enjoying books. 


