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24th April 2017 

Dear Year 1 and Year 2 parents, 

 During this summer term your child will take part in some assessments which are set by the 

Department for Education. We wanted to explain what they are and how they work so that you can 

understand what your child will be involved in. 

 Phonics Check 

 Since your child started school they have been learning to read using phonics. They have sounded 

out the phonemes in words using the knowledge that we have taught them and have then blended the 

phonemes to read the whole word. The government ask all schools to carry out an assessment of children’s 

ability to do this as it is such a fundamental skill. The assessment involves the children attempting to read 

40 words. Some of these words are real and some are made up, either way, they are all words that can be 

sounded out using phonics. The assessment is carried out with the class teacher in a familiar place at their 

own speed. It does not feel like a test to the children, they have experienced similar activities many times as 

part of normal classroom learning. Children who are in Year 1 take part in this assessment, as do children in 

Year 2 if they didn’t take it or pass it last year. This will happen in the week beginning 12th June and we will 

share and celebrate how well your child got on with you before the end of term. 

 Key Stage 1 SATs 

 At the end of Key Stage 1 (Year 2) and Key Stage 2 (Year 6), children take part in assessments which 

cover reading, writing, maths and spelling and grammar. We assess our children once per half-term anyway 

in order to track their progress and refine what we teach so this sort of assessment is not unfamiliar to the 

children. The Key Stage 1 SATs do involve the children sitting down and working silently on a set of 

questions. However, they do this in their usual classroom and will have Miss Roberts and Miss Evans in 

attendance the whole time. The adults are allowed to support and encourage the children but they 

obviously won’t be helping them with actual answers. The children are not under any pressure to complete 

the questions in a set amount of time. The SATs will take place throughout May, spread out, with never 

more than one in a day or two within a week. Once again, we will share and celebrate how well your child 

got on with you before the end of term. 

 If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to ask me, Miss Roberts or Miss Machin. 

 Yours sincerely, 

Mr Adrian Shepherd 

Headteacher 


