
Ermine Street Church Academy, Alconbury Weald, Cambridgeshire 
 
Admissions policy 2016/17 
 
The new Ermine Street Church Academy is jointly Anglican and Methodist, and will benefit 
from support of both the Diocese of Ely Multi-Academy Trust (DEMAT), and Methodist 
Academies and Schools Trust who are joint sponsors. 
 
The PAN for 2016/17 is set at 20.1  
 
The academy will admit pupils of all abilities and of all faiths and none, though it will prioritise 
admissions from its catchment area.   
 

Applications for admission to the school at the start of the academic year are handled by the 
Cambridgeshire County Council Admissions Team  
(http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/admissions).  2 
 
 
 
The academy will admit any pupils with an Education, Health and Care plan naming the 

school. Priority will then be given to those children who meet the criteria set out below, in 

order: 

1. Looked after children and all previously looked after children, which includes children 
who are adopted3  

 
2.  Children living in the catchment area prioritised in the order: (i) those with a sibling  

of school age living at the same address, including step and foster siblings, for whom 
a place has been awarded (ii) other children living in the catchment 

 
 
3. Children living outside of the catchment area prioritised in the order (i)  those who 

have a sibling4
 at the school at the time of admission, (ii) other children 

 
 
Tie-breaks 
 
If we reach our admission number in any of the above criteria, we will apply the following tie-
break to determine who is admitted. 
 
Priority will go to children living nearest the school as measured by a straight line from the 
reference point of the home to the reference point of the school , both as determined by the 
National Land and Property Gazetteer (NLPG) or OS AddressBase Premium ™.   Children 
living in blocks of flats will be deemed to reside at the same address and equidistant from the 
school. 
 
Random allocation will then be used as a tie-break to decide who has highest priority for 
admission if the distance between a child’s home and the academy is equidistant in any 
individual case.  However, if children of multiple birth (twins and triplets) are tied for the 
final place, those siblings will be admitted over PAN as permitted by infant class size rules. 
 
 
Our Catchment Area 
 
The school catchment area will be all housing which falls within the new development of 
Alconbury Weald (currently at Phase Two of development).  The postcode PE28 4WX has 



been allocated to the only building currently on the site.5  Alconbury Weald is being built on 
the site of the former RAF Station Alconbury.   

 

Deferred entry for infants 
 

Parents offered a place for their child have a right to defer entry, or to take a place up 
part-time, until the start of the term beginning immediately after their child has reached 
compulsory school age. However, places cannot be deferred until the next academic 
year. 
 
 
 
Admission of children outside their normal age group 
 
Parents may request that their child is admitted to a year group outside their normal age 
range, for instance where the child is gifted or talented or where a child has suffered from 
particular social or medical issues impacting his or her schooling. All such requests will 
be considered on their merits and either agreed or refused, on that basis. If a request is 
refused, the child will still be considered for admission to their normal age group. 
 
The process for requesting such an admission is as follows: 

 
With the application, parents should request that the child is admitted to another year group 
(stating which one), and the reasons for that request.   
 
Parents may submit any evidence in support of their case with the application, for instance 
from a medical practitioner, head teacher etc. Some of the evidence a parent might submit 
could include: 
 
• whether the child is ‘summer born’ and is seeking admission to a year group other than 

reception (or is seeking admission to reception rather than year 1); 
 
•   information about the child’s academic, social and emotional development; 
 
•   where relevant, their medical history and the views of a medical professional; 
 
•   whether they have previously been educated out of their normal age group; and 
 
• whether they may naturally have fallen into a lower age group if it were not for being 

born prematurely. 
 
The school will consider each case on its merits, taking into account the individual 
circumstances of the request and the child’s best interests. We will also ensure the parent 
is aware of whether the request for admission out of age group has been agreed before 
final offers are made, and the reason for any refusal. 
 
Requests for admission out of the normal year group will be considered alongside other 
applications made at the same time. An application from a child who would normally be a 
year 1 child for a reception place will be considered alongside applications for reception. 
 
 

 

 

 



Waiting lists 

 
The academy will operate a waiting list for each year group. Where in any year the 
academy receives more applications for places than there are places available, a waiting 
list will operate until the end of the school year. This will be maintained by DEMAT (the 
Academy Trust) and it will be open to any parent to ask for his or her child’s name to be 
placed on the waiting list, following an unsuccessful application. 
 
Children’s position on the waiting list will be determined solely in accordance with the 
oversubscription criteria. Where places become vacant they will be allocated to children on 
the waiting list in accordance with the oversubscription criteria. The waiting list will be 
reordered in accordance with the oversubscription criteria whenever anyone is added to or 
leaves it. 
 
Appeals 
 
All applicants refused a place have a right of appeal to an independent appeal panel 
constituted and operated in accordance with the School Admission Appeals Code. 
 
Appellants should contact Andrew Read, Chief Executive Officer of DEMAT, Diocesan 
Office, Bishop Woodford House, Barton Road, Ely, CB7 4DX for information on how to 
appeal. Information on the timetable for the appeals process will appear on our website at 
http://www.ermstca.org/ 
 
 
 
 
                                                           

1
 The school is proposed to open in September 2016 as a two form entry with provision for 

approximately 420 children plus early years wrap around care facility. The PAN of 20 shown 
in the policy reflects the anticipated occupation rate of the new development in 2016-17 only.  
The school is designed as three form entry and will eventually offer up to 630 places in the 
future with a PAN of 90 in each year group.   The LA will be permitted to offer over PAN in 
the first year of the school’s life as homes in the catchment are occupied.. 
 

2   Prior to the school’s opening, Cambridgeshire LA will handle the applications and offer 
processes to Ermine Street Academy as part of their  co-ordination.    The LA can only send 
out offers conditional upon the academy’s Funding Agreement being in place, therefore firm 
offers of places will be made alongside the conditional offers in the first instance. Once the 
school is open this service will be offered under co-ordination.  Cambridgeshire County 
Council’s Schools Admissions Arrangements can be located at: 
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20059/schools_and_learning/363/apply_for_a_school
_place  
 

3
   A looked after child is a child who is (a) in the care of the local authority or (b) being 

provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services 
functions (see the definition in Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989.”  This will not include 
children adopted from abroad, but will include children adopted from LA care in England and 
Wales. 
 

4 A sibling is defined as:  

(a) a full brother or full sister living as one family unit at the same address or living a separate 
addresses;  



                                                                                                                                                                                     

(b) a  half brother or half sister living as one family unit at the same address or living at 
separate addresses;  

(c) an adoptive brother or adoptive sister living as one family at the same address or living at 
separate addresses;  

(d) a foster brother or foster sister living as one family unit at the same address;  

(e) a step brother or step sister living as one family unit at the same address.   

The sibling priority will also be applied to children who, at the time of application, have a 
sibling (as defined in the bullet points above) who has been offered and accepted a place at 
the school, even if the sibling has not yet started attending 

 

5 The catchment area is currently defined as the new settlement of Alconbury Weald which is 
located north-west of Huntingdon.  As of 10th December 2015 there are no houses, no 
streets, no street names or post codes, and therefore no detailed accurate maps of the 
development which can be used to define a catchment area.  The detailed planning approval 
for the site is going through Huntingdonshire District Council in phases; plans defining the 
extent of each Key Phase will be available in stages from the developers Urban and Civic. 
The adjacent villages of Little Stukeley and Great Stukeley have not been incorporated into 
the school’s catchment area as they currently fall within the catchment area of Stukeley 
Meadows Primary School. 


