
 
 

 

Admissions Policy 2019/20 
 

Ermine Street Church Academy 
 

 
Ermine Street Church Academy is a member of the Diocese of Ely Multi-Academy Trust.  
 
The PAN for 2019/20 is set at 30. 
 
The academy will admit pupils of all abilities and of all faiths and none, though it will prioritise admissions 
from its catchment area.   
 
Applications for admission to the school at the start of the academic year and at all other times are handled 
by the Cambridgeshire County Council Admissions Team. 
 
 
The academy will admit any pupils with an Education, Health and Care plan naming the school. Priority 

will then be given to those children who meet the criteria set out below, in order: 

1. Looked after children and all previously looked after children, which includes children who are 
adopted1  

 
2.  Children living in the catchment area prioritised in the order: (i) those with a sibling  of school age 

living at the same address, including step and foster siblings, for whom a place has been awarded 
(ii) other children living in the catchment 

 
3. Children living outside of the catchment area prioritised in the order (i)  those who have a sibling2

 at 
the school at the time of admission, (ii) other children 

 
Tie-breaks 
 
If we reach our admission number in any of the above criteria, we will apply the following tie-break to 
determine who is admitted. 
 
Priority will go to children living nearest the school as measured by a straight line from the reference point 
of the home to the reference point of the school , both as determined by the National Land and Property 
Gazetteer (NLPG) or OS AddressBase Premium ™.   Children living in blocks of flats will be deemed to 
reside at the same address and equidistant from the school. 
 
Random allocation will then be used as a tie-break to decide who has highest priority for admission if the 
distance between a child’s home and the academy is equidistant in any individual case.  However, if 
children of multiple birth (twins and triplets) are tied for the final place, those siblings will be admitted over 
PAN as permitted by infant class size rules. 
 
Our Catchment Area 
 
The school catchment area constitutes all housing which falls within the development of Alconbury Weald.   

 

Deferred entry for infants 
 

Parents offered a place for their child have a right to defer entry, or to take a place up part-time, until 
the start of the term beginning immediately after their child has reached compulsory school age. 
However, places cannot be deferred until the next academic year. 



 
 

Waiting lists 

 
The academy will operate a waiting list for each year group. Where in any year the academy receives 
more applications for places than there are places available, a waiting list will operate until the end of the 
school year. This will be maintained by the Cambridgeshire County Council Admissions Team on behalf 
of the Academy and it will be open to any parent to ask for his or her child’s name to be placed on the 
waiting list, following an unsuccessful application. 
 
Children’s position on the waiting list will be determined solely in accordance with the oversubscription 
criteria. Where places become vacant they will be allocated to children on the waiting list in accordance 
with the oversubscription criteria. The waiting list will be reordered in accordance with the 
oversubscription criteria whenever anyone is added to or leaves it. 
 
Appeals 
 
All applicants refused a place have a right of appeal to an independent appeal panel constituted and 
operated in accordance with the School Admission Appeals Code. 
 
Appellants should contact Cambridgeshire County Council Admissions Team for information on how to 
appeal. 
 
 
                                                           

1
   A looked after child is a child who is (a) in the care of the local authority or (b) being provided with 

accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services functions (see the definition in 
Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989.”  This will not include children adopted from abroad, but will include 
children adopted from LA care in England and Wales. 
 

2 A sibling is defined as:  

(a) a full brother or full sister living as one family unit at the same address or living a separate addresses;  

(b) a  half brother or half sister living as one family unit at the same address or living at separate addresses;  

(c) an adoptive brother or adoptive sister living as one family at the same address or living at separate 
addresses;  

(d) a foster brother or foster sister living as one family unit at the same address;  

(e) a step brother or step sister living as one family unit at the same address.   

The sibling priority will also be applied to children who, at the time of application, have a sibling (as defined 
in the bullet points above) who has been offered and accepted a place at the school, even if the sibling has 
not yet started attending. 

 


