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Introduction 

The curriculum encompasses all of the planned activities that we as a school we deliver in order that 

every child’s learning, personal growth and development progress to the highest level possible in 

readiness for the next stage in their life. It includes not only the formal requirements of the National 

Curriculum and RE Agreed Syllabus, but also the range of extra-curricular activities that the school 

organises in order to enrich the lives and experiences of our children. It also includes the ‘hidden 

curriculum’, e.g. the development of a child’s social skills and behaviour as a result of the models they 

see or improvements in a child’s emotional intelligence due to pastoral support. 

 

At Ermine Street Church Academy our curriculum and learning is always underpinned by our school aims 

of ‘Rooted and Established in God’s Love: Explore, Discover, Learn’.  Also woven through our curriculum 

is our Ermine Street Ethos, which aims to develop and nurture our children to become respectful young 

people who naturally care for others, work tenaciously and learn from their mistakes. Care for ones-self 

and emotional well-being are also important elements of our ethos (please refer to our Positive 

Behaviour Policy). 

 

National Curriculum 

Ermine Street Church Academy follows the Primary National Curriculum (September 2014, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-primary-curriculum ) 

including programmes of study and attainment targets for all subjects at Key stages 1 and 2, except 

languages which are only studied at Key Stage 2. 
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The RE curriculum is based upon The Cambridgeshire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education (2018). 

The curriculum map for RE includes one additional unit which focus on the Methodist character of our 

school.   

 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

Our curriculum for our youngest learners is based upon The Statutory Framework for the Early Years 

Foundation Stage (March 2017).  For further information on this document, please see appendix 1.  Our 

Early Years Team provide targeted support for learning, within a child-initiated, play-based curriculum. 

They offer a range of opportunities for children to practise and apply their new knowledge, skills and 

understanding.  Key to this personalised learning is continuous assessment and observation, and the 

involvement of parents and carers in this process. 

We aim to provide an environment where children can: 

Explore by following their own interests, making use of our indoor and outdoor environment, through 

new and shared experiences 

Discover by making connections and by asking questions (what would happen if?), by acquiring new 

skills and applying them in familiar and new activities, and by offering positive interactions that support 

their understanding of being part of a class and the wider school community. 

Learn how to collaborate with and respond to others, and how mistakes are a natural part of learning. 
 

Phonics & Early Reading 

Our approach to the teaching of reading is based upon ‘The Simple View of Reading’ – word recognition 

processes and language comprehension processes. Therefore, there is a clear and deliberate focus on 

comprehension from the very beginning as children learn to decode. 

The process of decoding is predominantly taught through phonics, but with attention also placed on 

sight vocabulary and grammatical and contextual indicators. 

The teaching and learning of phonics at Ermine Street Church Academy is based upon the Phases and 

their progression as detailed in Letters & Sounds. We supplement this structure with resources and 

support materials taken from Read, Write Inc Phonics. Particular attention is paid to the application of 

phonic knowledge and the use of real and made up words.  

Children’s reading ability is regularly assessed through reading and comprehension of texts in Guided 

Reading and 1:1 reading sessions. These assessments will be regularly checked using the Benchmark 

system. This is used to inform the Bookband level that a child should be reading. Children’s Bookband 

level will not be purely based on their decoding skills, comprehension will always be taken into account 

too and so may mean that a child who is able to decode at a higher level than their current bookband 

does not move on immediately. 
 

Curriculum Context 

In addition to being based on all of the principles and requirements outlined above, the curriculum at 

Ermine Street Church Academy is set within a context of The Ermine Street Ethos, our Equality Policy, our 

local community and British Values. 
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A range of resources, books, visits and visitors will be used across the curriculum to ensure that children 

receive a broad and balanced view and experience of different cultures, nationalities, gender, religion, age 

and able/disability. No one form of any of the protected characteristics (please refer to our Equalities Policy) 

will be represented as being inferior or superior to any other. 

Respect for all people will be a fundamental value taught through The Ermine Street Ethos and, where 

possible, through any and all curriculum subjects, not just PSHCE (please refer to our Positive Behaviour 

Policy). 

Ermine Street Church Academy is committed to serving its community.  It recognises the multi-cultural, 

multi-faith and ever-changing nature of the United Kingdom.  It also understands the vital role it has in 

ensuring that groups or individuals within the school are not subjected to intimidation or radicalisation 

by those wishing to unduly, or illegally, influence them. 

 

Ermine Street is dedicated to preparing children for their adolescent and adult life and, in so doing, 

ensures that it promotes and reinforces British Values to all its pupils. 

The five British Values are: 

o Democracy 

o The rule of law 

o Individual liberty 

o Mutual respect 

o Tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs. 
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Our Curriculum Drivers 

 

 

Explore & Discover

Learning experiences are designed 
to enable children to explore and 

discover knowledge, not be 
presented with it. This will deepen 

their understanding and provide for 
more engaging activities. It will also 

develop learning skills that will 
benefit the child forevermore. 

Personalised

Learning experiences are designed 
to meet the needs, interests and 
background of every child. It is 

based upon their individual starting 
points. It may change year on year 
as the children and the world they 

live in changes.

Real-life

Whenever possible, learning experiences 
are designed in a way that enables the 
children to relate to them and so gain a 

much deeper and more personal 
understanding. This may be achieved by 

focusing a topic on a person within a 
period in history or by looking at the 

impact of an event on our locality.

Outdoor

Learning experiences are not confined to 
the classroom. Different spaces within the 

school are used for different purposes 
and 'the great outdoors' is utilised for all 

areas of the curriculum. It allows for 
active learning, a greater understanding 
of the world around them and promotes 

healthy lifestyles. 

Deeper

For learning to be truly of value it must 
be embedded. A child should be able to 

take a skill, piece of knowledge or 
understanding learnt in one context and 
use it in another. Learning experiences 
are designed to include reasoning and 

application and are placed in a variety of 
different contexts to achieve this.
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Outcomes 

We will strive to nurture and develop learners who will… 

 

Explore 

• Be active participants in learning experiences. 

• Be engaged in deep thought and reflection. They will question why and how and pursue their 

own lines of enquiry. 

• Choose and select their own resources and determine the best place for learning to happen. 

• Consider a range of ideas before selecting one. 

• Question and learn from each other and use outcomes to inform different strategies for learning. 

• Use self-talk to walk through problems, applying their previous learning. 

 

Discover 

• Celebrate the achievements of others through peer marking and feedback. 

• Ask another question when they gain new knowledge. 

• Understand how they learn best. 

• Plan how to tackle a task and then be able to explain how they did it and what they learnt. 

• Listen to the views of others and reconsider their own views in response to other people’s 

thinking. 

• Draw conclusions from their learning and speak in sentences such as ‘If…then… However...’ 

 

Learn 

• Work collaboratively to achieve common outcomes. 

• Work independently to achieve personal targets. 

• See mistakes as learning points. 

• Be anxious to get on with their learning. They will be tenacious and self-motivated to achieve 

their best. 

• Constantly self-assess their learning against the objectives and criteria they are working towards.  

• Take responsibility for supporting others through sharing ideas and challenging thinking. 
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Equality of Access 

Principles on which personalisation of the curriculum for every child is based: 

• Quality First Teaching (Wave 1). 

• Additional interventions that support children to work at age-related expectations (Wave 2). 

• All of the points below come under Wave 1 and Wave 2: 

o Teaching must begin from the learners’ starting points and take them forward in 

appropriately sized steps; 

o Ongoing assessment; 

o High expectations; 

o Respond to the learning style of each child; 

o Provide additional/alternative resources, e.g. personal learning wall/folder, kinaesthetic 

resources etc; 

o The direction of adults to make learning possible that wouldn’t be achieved without them; 

o Contexts that meet their interests and backgrounds. 

o Scaffolds and frames must be used to support learning but be carefully removed so that a 

child becomes increasingly independent. 

o Consider the length of learning activities. Two or three short activities may be more 

effective than one longer one or vice versa.  

o Excellent subject knowledge so that teachers can make judgements about the appropriate 

next step. 

o All children require time to consolidate their understanding. 

o Lesson structure. What form should it take to ensure that all children get the right input to 

meet their needs? 
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How this looks for teachers 

Planning & Organisation of Learning 

Reflecting the current size and short-term future growth of the Academy, the curriculum at Ermine Street 

Church Academy is mapped out on a two-year rolling programme across Reception, Year 1/2, Year 3/4 

and Year 5/6. As the number of children on roll increases over time so the long term curriculum map will 

be amended to be based on single age-group classes.  

The curriculum map indicates the suggested theme of each subject and which National Curriculum 

objectives are taught in each term. Our curriculum is thematic with a cross-curricular approach to enable 

purposeful learning to take place. Where cross-curricular links are not strong a subject may be taught 

separate to the theme. 

The themes for each subject in the curriculum map are not fixed but the objectives, pitch, expectations, 

skills and progression are. In this way, the actual theme for the topic, through which the objectives will be 

taught, can be decided by the class teacher and subject leader on a termly basis to meet the needs and 

interests of each particular cohort. However, within this approach, the required National Curriculum 

themes for history and geography are all taught, and within the correct key stage. 

Medium term plans detail the National Curriculum objectives that will be taught, the approach to 

learning that will be used and details of the learning experiences that the children will take part in. 

Progression and pitch are essential aspects of this planning in order to ensure that children in mixed-age 

classes are taught the appropriate content, and so that children of different abilities are challenged 

appropriately.  

Weekly plans are produced for Literacy and Numeracy. They set out the learning objectives for each 

session, what success looks like for different children and groups, the learning experiences and how they 

are pitched for different groups of children and the teaching input and how it is organised. 

The organisation of learning sessions takes a number of different forms, with class teachers expected to 

design the best approach for a particular Learning Intention with their particular class. Of particular 

importance at Ermine Street is the teaching of groups. There are certainly regular occasions when the 

whole class receives input at the beginning of a session but there are more instances of the children 

working in groups and the teacher providing personalised input to each group. While one group is 

receiving their input, others will be working independently, consolidating or extending learning that 

comes from the previous session or leads into the current one. The teacher will then move on from what 

group to the next, their input taking each group on to their next learning step. 

In addition, throughout the school we regularly employ a carousel approach to learning across a 

morning. Again, the teacher decides when this is the best approach for the particular learning that is 

planned. Carousel learning can involve any number of sessions. Across these sessions, each of the groups 

within a class will work on each of the different learning activities. Explaining an example scenario will 

illustrate how this operates: In Year 5/6 the teacher has planned learning around a multiplication LI, 

results from a science experiment require presentation and analysis and there is a piece of art work 

involving mixed media that requires further work. During the course of the morning, each group of 

children will complete each piece of learning. The maths learning will be led by the class teacher so that 

each group of children receive intensive support and challenge at the right pitch for them. The art activity 

will be independent as the teaching input took place in a previous session. The presentation and analysis 
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of the science results will be supported by a Teaching Assistant who will challenge the use of scientific 

vocabulary and the standard of English so that it is in line with other subjects. 

 

Subject Leadership 

Subject Leaders have responsibility for promoting and leading their subject. They will monitor standards 

in their subject and provide evidence-based evaluations of provision to the Leadership Team, governors 

and outside agencies.   In partnership with the Headteacher and in line with the Academy’s School 

Development Plan priorities, they will work to ensure a consistent, high and improving standard of 

provision, monitoring the impact of actions and managing a budget.  

Subject Leaders attend relevant training and are proactive in researching effective practices that could be 

brought to Ermine Street. They support and offer advice to colleagues on issues related to the subject, 

including resources. 

Subject Leaders monitor the standards in their subject. This includes data tracking, pupil outcomes and 

the standard of teaching. 

Literacy, Numeracy and SEND Leaders report to Governors once per term and other subject leaders do as 

and when it is appropriate. 
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Appendix 1 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

The Early Years Foundation Stage at Ermine Street Church Academy is based upon The Statutory 

Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (March 2017). The Framework is based upon four 

guiding principles: 

o every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, 

confident and self-assured  
o children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships 
o children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences 

respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners 

and parents and/or carers 
o children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. The framework covers 

the education and care of all children in early years provision, including children with 

special educational needs and disabilities.  
 

There are seven areas of learning and development that shape the Early Years Foundation Stage 

programme of learning at Ermine Street Church Academy. Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting 

children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships 

and thrive. These three areas, the prime areas, are:  

o Communication and language  

o Physical development  

o Personal, social and emotional development. 

 

There are also four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are strengthened and applied. The 

specific areas are:  

o Literacy 

o Mathematics 

o Understanding the world 

o Expressive arts and design 

 

 


