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Philosophy on Assessment at Ermine Street 

Assessment at Ermine Street Church Academy is used to: 

• provide information which constantly improves the pitch and personalisation of learning so that 

children make enhanced progress and the standard of attainment rises; 

• identify a child’s level of attainment in relation to age-related expectations; 

• provide information for target setting for individuals, groups and cohorts;  

• engage children in their learning journey by providing them with information on their strengths and 

areas for development;  

• identify the need for intervention and alternative approaches to learning; 

• inform parents, governors and outside agencies of children’s progress and attainment; 

• demonstrate the standards achieved by the school on which we are held to account; 

• inform school self-evaluation and school improvement planning. 

We believe that summative assessment (see below) is not completely distinct from formative 

assessment. Both forms of assessment can be used to improve the provision for a child/class. 

Please refer to our Marking & Feedback Policy alongside this Assessment Policy. Marking and feedback 

are essential aspects of formative assessment. 

Formative Assessment – Assessment for Learning 

Formative assessment is assessment for learning. Assessment data of this kind informs all aspects of 

subsequent lessons, including the pitch and differentiation of them. It also informs target setting, the 

identification of possible special needs, the identification of more able qualities and the approach to 

learning which is most effective for an individual or group.  

Forms of formative assessment include: 

• Teachers’ observations of children’s learning; 

• Verbal responses to questions and discussions; 

• Analysis of pupils’ outcomes; 



• Marking and feedback. 

We have adopted an ‘Assessment Without Levels’ system for recording and tracking ongoing 

assessment and summative assessments (see below). 

 The UKERI milestone model has been adopted by Ermine Street Church Academy to record and 

track pupils’ progress in reading, writing and mathematics over an academic year and throughout their time 

in Key Stage 1 and 2. Pupil Asset is the chosen information system for hosting this. 

Over an academic year pupils are expected to make 3 milestones of progress. The milestones 

children are assessed against are: 

Embarking  0-15% of subject specific criteria achieved. 

Embarking+  16-30% of subject specific criteria achieved. 

Emerging 31-42% of subject specific criteria achieved. 

Emerging+ 43-54% of subject specific criteria achieved. 

Expected 55-75% of subject specific criteria achieved, including 100% of the key performance 

indicators. 

Embedding 76-89% of subject specific criteria achieved, including 100% of the key performance 

indicators. 

Exceeding 90%+ of subject specific criteria achieved, including 100% of the key performance 

indicators. 

 Pupils whose attainment milestone at the end of the academic year is Expected, Embedding or 

Exceeding for their current year group will move to Embarking at the start of the next year group. 

 Pupils who are Embarking or Emerging at the end of the academic year will not move on to the next 

year group’s criteria until they have achieved the Expected standard. 

 Pupils who reach the Exceeding milestone have their skills and knowledge taught to a greater depth. 

They may then move on to the criteria for the subsequent year group if it is considered appropriate to do 

so. 

 When making judgements against the subject specific criteria, teachers must use the following 

colour scheme to show the depth of pupil’s understanding: 

 The subject specific criteria has been taught and the child has some basic understanding. 

 The child is fluent and can apply their understanding and skills to solve problems and reason 

with some support. 

 Working independently, the child demonstrates that they are fluent, can apply their 

understanding and skills to solve problems and can reason. 

 

Summative Assessment 



Summative assessment is assessment of learning. It is a measure of a child’s attainment at a point in 

time. It therefore usually takes the form of a test of prior learning up to a point in time. Assessments of this 

type are used in reading, writing and mathematics on a half-termly basis in Years 1-6 (see below). 

As stated above, Ermine Street believes that summative assessment can inform teaching and 

learning and is therefore not distinctly different to formative assessment. When our half-term assessments 

have been completed and marked, teachers identify the areas of learning which each child has 

demonstrated sound understanding of. This information is added to our tracking software so that it can be 

used in the ways outlined in our ‘philosophy’. 

Statutory assessments implemented by the DfE are also a part of summative assessment. They are as 

follows: 

• Year 1 – Phonics Screening Check. A set of 40 words, real and nonsense, that children are 

required to decode and read. 

• Year 2 – Key Stage 1 National Curriculum tests. These are set for reading, mathematics and 

(from 2017) spelling and grammar. In all cases, the outcomes from the tests form part of the 

evidence teachers use to make their judgements against given criteria. 

• Year 6 – Key Stage 2 National Curriculum tests for reading, mathematics and spelling and 

grammar. Writing is teacher assessed against given criteria. 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

 On entry to the school children are informally assessed. Results are used to inform planning, set 

targets and aid early identification of special needs. Children are assessed constantly but unobtrusively to 

ensure that the next steps in learning are appropriately planned in order to help children make progress. 

Ongoing assessment takes the form of Look, Listen and Note observations, outcomes from learning 

experiences and analysis of independent recording. Pupils will be assessed using the Early Years Foundation 

Stage Profile (EYFSP) which is based on the following areas:  

The prime areas of learning:  

• Communication and language  

• Physical development  

• Personal, social and emotional development  

The specific areas of learning:  

• Literacy  

• Mathematics  

• Understanding of the world  

• Expressive arts and design  

Characteristics of effective learning:  

• Playing and exploring  

• Active learning  

• Creating and thinking critically  

 

Each child’s developments and achievements are recorded in the Profile. These are summarised on a 

half-termly basis.  

Moderation 

Assessment judgements are only valuable and effective if they are accurate. In order to check the 

accuracy of our judgements we carry out moderation activities both in school and with other local schools. 

We also attend Local Authority moderation events and their moderators visit the school to moderate the 

teacher assessment judgements linked to statutory assessments. 



Monitoring, Challenge and Review  

Once every half-term teachers meet with members of the Leadership Team for a Pupil Progress 

Meeting. In advance of this meeting teachers provide a summary of their class’ assessment data and the 

same for every child. Members of the Leadership Team analyse this data ahead of the meeting, putting 

together thoughts and questions which are the basis of the meeting.  

By the end of a Pupil Progress Meeting the Leadership Team and class teacher will have identified 

the strengths in attainment and progress for the class and individuals and will have identified where action 

is required to accelerate progress. 

The outcomes from Pupil Progress meetings are collated and reported to the governing body. 

Reporting to Parents 

 The subject specific criteria are shared with parents at the beginning of each year so that they can 

familiarise themselves with the expected standards. 

 At the beginning of the Spring term, parents receive a short written report which details a child’s 

attitude, behaviour, progress to date and their reading, writing and maths targets. At the end of the 

Summer term parents receive a comprehensive report which comments on all aspects of a child’s personal, 

social and academic progress. This end of year report also includes a full attainment and progress summary 

which is added to each year so that parents can track their child’s progress over time. 

 The end of year reports for pupils in Year 2 and Year 6 also include details of the standards achieved 

in the National Curriculum tests and Teacher Assessment levels. End of year reports for Year 1 also contain 

the results of the Phonics Screening Check. 

 In the Autumn and Spring terms, the school offers parents the opportunity to meet their child’s 

teacher. These are referred to as ‘Parent Consultation Evenings’. Parents make private appointments to 

discuss their child’s progress and future targets. The Spring term consultation is based upon the written 

report that parents receive at the beginning of term. In addition to these formal opportunities parents are 

encouraged to contact their child’s class teacher at any time to discuss their understanding of specific 

criteria or their general progress. Likewise, teachers will contact parents if they have any concerns or wish to 

share news of successes.  


