
Dear Parents, 

 What a pleasure it is to be able to share a Newsletter full of 

photos of exciting things going on at Ermine Street. I’m the 

lucky one who gets to teach every class at some point. I’ve 

taught in 3 this week—Thunderbolt, Dakota and Liberator—

which gives me perfect, first-hand experience of where the 

children are and the progress they’ve made. 

 We hope to be able to share our Ofsted report with you 

very soon; it should be available some time next week. 

 Next week we have the first of a series of reading sessions 

for parents. Parents of Thunderbolt children are invited to join 

us on Wednesday afternoon to learn more about approaches 

to reading and enjoying books at home.  

 Every class now has a Harry Potter-esque sorting hat in it. This is part of our new initiative called 

Word Wizard. This initiative is all about extending children’s vocabulary. Finding and using great 

vocabulary could mean that the word is placed into the hat, or the hat is placed on the child’s   

table, or I have even seen one child wearing it to acknowledge their achievement. 

 Have a wonderful weekend.  

 Mr Adrian Shepherd 

 Headteacher 

 

There’s no need to watch Spring 

Watch on BBC2, just ask anyone in 

Thunderbolt about butterflies, 

eggs, nests………. 
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Thunderbolt 

Attendance this week = 92.4% (last time = 88.3%) 

Just before the half-term break we released our Painted Lady butterflies.  We were worried that the    

butterflies might not be able to look after themselves if we let them go, but they were very quick to 

leave the home we had given them for the last few weeks!  The few days we have had since the break 

have focused on ladybirds and doubling; we have found some ladybird pupa in our outside area and 

were watching them carefully to see if ladybirds would emerge but they haven’t yet. 

This week we have also been thinking about birds and nests; we have even had a go at making our own 

nests on the field with Mr Shepherd. While we were building, a red kite flew over! We think it was     

looking to see if it could use one of our nests.  



Dakota 

Attendance this week = 84.9% (the impact of holidays) (last time = 92.1%) 

Dakota have had a busy first week back into the last half term of the year! We have been exploring the 

life cycle of a butterfly from egg to caterpillar, chrysalis, pupa and then an adult butterfly. They were 

intrigued as to how baby butterflies use liquid from the pupa to help their wings grow bigger and 

stronger. 

In English, we have started to create our own settings and characters to write a story about our own 

fears like Koko and the Great Bear. We have been focusing on using ambitious vocabulary such as 

towering, anxious and petrifying! Next week, we are going to write our stories using all this fantastic 

vocabulary and create suspense with short sentences.  

In Maths, we have been focusing on measuring length. Year 1 have been measuring to the nearest 

centimetre and estimating whether something was going to be longer or shorter than the last      

measurement. They have also been measuring using a metre stick. Year 2 have been focusing on 

measuring with a mix of metres and centimetres. 

We have particularly enjoyed creating our own animal skin paintings this week in Art. We used        

watercolour paints to create the background and have then used felt-tip pens to add the extra detail. 

They look amazing! 



From Revd. Rob 

What does this mean? 

At  our Interactive Service on Sunday we will 

explore Pentecost (Acts 2:1-12) where the 

Holy Spirit descends on the followers of     

Jesus. This causes quite a commotion and 

crowds gather because of it. The crowds on 

hearing many different languages being   

spoken by Jesus’ followers then ask ‘What 

does this mean?’  That is a question we can 

also ask about life and faith experiences. 

‘What does this mean?’  

Messages from the School Office 

Dads’ Celebration Day Lunch June 14th 

If you’ve not yet let the office know that you would like to join us,  please do so by Monday.  Un-

fortunately, after this day we will be unable to accept any further lunch orders.  

Drum lessons 

If your child would like to start drum lessons, please ask Mrs Mathews for details.  

Just a reminder, with the warmer weather, school dresses and hats are for sale from the office.  

Collective Worship 

This week in Collective Worship we have been learning about and reflecting on      

Ascension Day. Next week we will return to this term’s theme of Explore, Discover, 

Learn, in particular, considering how we can ‘Discover new interests and talents’. 



Tornado  

Attendance this week = 98.5% (last time = 98.9%) 

Tornado class have come back ready to learn and full of enthusiasm!  This week we had our first    

gymnastic session with Mrs David.  We have practised how to make different pasta shapes with our 

body and how to create our own conditioning phrase.  We are excited to be able to start exploring 

ways of doing these shapes on different pieces of equipment over the coming weeks.   On Wednesday 

the children undertook a research project about an African animal they were given.  The children had 

to research their animal in their teams and then create a presentation about it.  The children were told 

they could present what they found in any way they liked.  We had formal presentations, a quiz, a 

puppet show and even a song!  It was great to see the children have so much fun with their learning.   

In art we have created some beautiful butterflies using observational skills and oil pastels.  In Maths 

we have been measuring lengths.  We have been comparing different objects and thinking about how 

we could measure longer items such as trees!  In English we are still exploring different sentence types 

with our text the Lion and the mouse.  We have written some amazing stories and are looking forward 

to writing some persuasive pieces next week! 



Liberator 

Attendance this week = 89.4% (last time = 98.1%) 

Just before half-term, Liberator were lucky enough to have a very exciting day out to West Stow         

Anglo-Saxon Village. We boarded the coach and after many 'Are we nearly there yet?' we arrived. In the 

morning we spent time looking at the museum and the artefacts contained within it. The children had 

thought of some questions that they needed to find the answers to whilst they were there so they were 

very excited to discover the answers. We had an excellent talk from one of the archaeologists who 

works there and she showed us just how they piece together what might have happened from just    

looking at one artefact. After a quick lunch break, we went to see the village itself. They spent time     

between the different houses, looking and discovering all sorts of information about how they might 

have lived in the Anglo-Saxon times. We then had another talk inside the Hall in the village. The children 

found out lots of interesting information, including that if you had a pain they thought you had been 

shot by an elf! Finally, after a quick run around the park, we boarded the coach back to Ermine Street 

again, tired but thrilled after a fantastic day.  

The children have been busy this week putting some of their knowledge of Anglo-Saxon villages into 

action, by beginning to create their own model villages. They are already looking good and showing 

just how much learning they have been doing. 



Hercules 

Attendance this week = 95.7% (last time = 99.2%) 

This week Hercules class have been off on expeditions to see the Northern Lights, travelled through 

space, flying between the planets, and had a close encounter with the sun … all without leaving the 

classroom! Our secret … we have been exploring the wonders of playing with Virtual Reality technology 

with the help of the Google Expeditions APP. Every single explorer had an awe and wonder moment as 

something new and unexpected came into view. Next week we will be off again, travelling to explore 

the surface of the moon and the launch pad of the Saturn V rocket! Our expeditions helped to make 

space come to life, as we found out how day and night form and why we have seasons in Science and 

Literacy. Our non-fiction texts, explaining the answers to these and other related questions will soon be 

published for others to read.  



Dates For Your Diary  
 

Wb 10th June     Year 1 Phonics Check. 

10th-28th June     Year 4 Multiplication Check—information to follow. 

12th June  8.50am    Parent Prayer Group 

12th June  2.30pm    Reading session for Thunderbolt class. 

14th June       Fathers’ Day Lunch. 

18th June  1-2.30pm   Family Workshop—starting school 

20th June  8.50am    Coffee Morning. 

21st June  2.30pm    Reading session for Dakota class. 

28th June 6pm     Friends’ Family Fun Night. 

2nd July       Sports Morning followed by picnic. 

2nd July  2.30pm    Reading session for Hercules class. 

3rd July        Reserve Sports Morning. 

4th July        A1 Music Festival. 

5th July        Year 6 swimming. 

Wb 8th July      Arts Week. 

11th July  2.30pm    Reading session for Tornado class. 

12th July       Year 6 swimming. 

12th July       Annual reports sent home. 

16th July  1.30-3pm   Family Workshop—sibling rivalry 

17th July  8.50am    Parent Prayer Group 

18th July  8.50am    Coffee Morning. 

18th July  2.30pm    Reading session for Liberator class. 

19th July  9am     Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly. Parents welcome. 

19th July evening    Year 6 Leavers’ barbeque and sleep over. 

24th July       Last day of the school year. 

24th July  2pm     Final Assembly. Parents welcome. 

25th & 26th July     Hangar Holiday Club. 

29th – 2nd August    Hangar Holiday Club. 

2nd, 3rd & 4th September  Hangar Holiday Club. 

24th & 25th October   Hangar Holiday Club. 


