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Dear Parents, 

 Welcome to our latest Newsletter which includes the usual photographs and insight into learn-

ing but also many, many dates for the Summer term (please see the back page). 

 A few weeks ago many of you completed a parent questionnaire. The responses were extremely 

positive, something we thank you greatly for. Your comments also help us to shape the future. 

There were some questions about Home Learning which we would like to take forward. I am      

setting up a Parent Forum and this will provide the perfect opportunity for me to gain suggestions 

from parents on matters such as Home Learning. The first Parent Forum will take place at 2.30pm 

on 16th May and you are all invited. Nearer the time I will send out some questions about Home 

Learning which we will discuss at the first forum. If you are unable to attend you can submit your 

thoughts via e-mail. 

 Enjoy the long weekend.  

 Mr Adrian Shepherd, Headteacher 

 

Some of Hercules Class taking part in a Djembe drum session earlier this week. Dakota class has had 

a turn today too. The drums are now ours thanks to a donation from Hopkins Homes. 



Thunderbolt 

Attendance this week = 98.7% (last time = 94.3%) 

Our Summer Learning has got off to a ‘cracking’ start!  As part of our Wings theme, we have begun to 

think about creatures with wings, including birds and butterflies.  We have cooked hen’s eggs this week, 

and some children have realised that they quite like to eat them.  We have also found a space in our 

classroom for some new additions; our caterpillars are growing quickly and we are excited about    

watching them change. 

Our stories have included dragons, and some of our writing has been about how we might look after a 

dragon at home.  Just to keep safe, we have created a fire station too, and have been on many           

adventures already.  And a big thank you to Mrs Dixon, who brought her kit in and helped us with some 

fire officer moves as well as ways that we can keep safe. 



Dakota 

Attendance this week = 94.7% (last time = 98.6%) 

Wow! What a fantastic couple of weeks we have had in Dakota class!  

The first day back we celebrated St George's Day with a morning full of arts and crafts and learning all 

about the real story of St George. The children enjoyed a celebratory tea outside with lots of games 

with our dragons and English flags. To end and celebrate our topic of castles, we visited Rockingham 

Castle. The children had lots of fun identifying different features around the castle.  

This week, we have started to look at the book 'Koko and the Great Bear'. The children have been 

looking at the pictures and making inferences about how the bear may be feeling. We have also     

concentrated on using conjunctions (link sentences with word glue). Year 1 have been using 'and' and 

'because', making sure that they have one idea before and one idea after the conjunction. Year 2 have 

been using the conjunctions 'when', 'if', 'that', 'but', 'or' and 'so'.  

This term, our PE days are on a Tuesday morning and a Thursday afternoon. Please ensure your child 

has a full PE kit in school on these days please. 



From Revd. Rob 

What don’t you know about? 

Part of the Ermine Street Church Academy’s vision is 

about exploring. As David Attenborough says “…there 

are still things we don’t know about and don’t         

understand.” He was referring to the natural world but 

I think the sentiment can be applied to most things in 

life including faith, culture, science and humanity. I   

believe it is important in life to continue to explore in 

order to create understanding. So what don’t you 

know about? 

Messages from the School Office 

There is a new Pilates Group being held at school on Tuesdays at 8pm,  next session 14th May.  

The cost is  £7 PAYG or £22.00 for a 4 class pass. For more info or to book please contact Sally Guise 07855 

534631 www.exercisewithsallyguise.co.uk  

Fathers’ Day Lunch will take place on Friday 14th June. A booking form will follow shortly. 

Collective Worship 

This term our theme is Explore, Discover, Learn. We are taking each part of our aims and unpicking 

what they mean for us as people, not just learners. This week we have been considering how we can 

‘explore without fear’. Next week we will be learning about Ramadan. 

Friends of ESCA 

Have you bought your tickets to the Race Night yet? 

Grab a ticket while you can and look forward to a fabulous evening on 11th May. Fun and laughter 

guaranteed and, at the same time, you will be making a massive difference to the school. 



Tornado  

Attendance this week = 100%! (last time = 100%) 

Tornado class have had a fantastic start to the summer term!  We began by celebrating St George’s 

day and then by visiting Rockingham castle.  We had so much fun!  We climbed to the tallest tower, 

tried on medieval helmets, explored the room where Kings and Queens ate their dinner and even 

found time to roll down the hills within the grounds! The children were really well behaved and the 

staff at the castle said they had been a pleasure to have.  Thank you very much to Mrs Clarke,          

Mrs Edwards and Gill for coming with us and helping to make it such a wonderful day.   

This week we have had some intrigue!  On Monday Mr Bridges found a mysterious animal in the field, 

and the children were so excited we have decided to study animals as part our topic this term! We 

have been using classification charts and keys to decide what kind of animal may be in the tank.  Un-

fortunately, we can’t look inside yet because we need to be sure it doesn’t get scared but hopefully 

over the coming weeks as our research continues we will solve the mystery!  



Liberator 

Attendance this week = 96.9% (last time = 100%) 

Liberator arrived back from their break to discover a boat in their classroom. They were very intrigued as to what 

the topic was going to be. We had lots of guesses ranging through lots of different periods of History. To start us 

off finding out what era we were looking at, we looked at some (fake) poo. The children went through the poo to 

discover what was in it to decide what people must have eaten during this era. We discovered that the people ate 

lots of vegetables, fruit, fish and bread. There were lots of different ideas still about what we were going to be 

learning about, but a majority seemed to think the Tudors.  

Then we had a look at some artefacts which were able to give us some more clues. The children were very excited 

to find an animal skin in there, which made them think that they must have liked hunting. They also found a pot, 

a game, a necklace, a weight and finally a coin. The coin helped them work out that we were starting to look at 

the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings. We have met the family that we are going to be following on their journey and 

this week we have looked at why they might have left and how they travelled. The children particularly enjoyed 

the challenge of designing the best transport to use to come to England! We look forward to finding out lots 

more. 



Stay, Play & Learn 

This week we welcomed our first visitors to “Stay, Play & Learn”; our sessions for parents, carers 

and under 5’s. We were delighted to see visitors from the Weald, Alconbury and Huntingdon, 

many of whom don’t currently have children attending Ermine Street. It was fantastic to meet eve-

ryone and see them beginning new friendships; there was a lovely buzz in the room. We had a va-

riety of play zones set up for different ages and likes and a rousing singalong at the end. 

Sessions will be weekly during term time on a Tuesday from 10am until 11.15am, the initial session 

is free and then £2 per week. We would love to see you all. 

Hangar Club 

Hangar Club is now open from 7.30am every morning. 

It will also be open on the following holiday days. 

3
rd

 June 2019 
25th & 26th July 2019 

29th – 2nd August 2019 

2nd, 3rd & 4th September 2019 

24th & 25th October 2019 

20th December 2019 

Make A Difference Morning, 6th April 
11 parents turned up to help me improve the school grounds for the benefit of the children. We removed 

over 400 protectors from the trees and bushes, removed a number of dead trees, cut down lots of elder-

flower bushes, weeded the flower beds in Reception class, planted 100 plug plants in the poly tunnel and 

had a general tidy up. I cooked bacon & sausage rolls for the volunteers which went down a storm.  The 

atmosphere on the morning was fantastic, it had community buzz about it.     

So, can I please pass on my heartfelt thanks to all the volunteers for your help. You did a fantastic job.  

Mr  Bridges  



Hercules 

Attendance this week = 98.8% (last time = 98.3%) 

Since we arrived back from the Easter break, Hercules have begun to learn about all things Space. This 

has included planet Top Trumps and playground star constellations. They have also been asked what 

they would like to learn about space and these questions will then help to guide the science and topic 

curriculum for the next few weeks. 

At the same time, the Year 6 children have been working extremely hard to revise their knowledge and 

understanding of maths, reading comprehension, spelling and grammar because they will take their Key 

Stage 2 SATs in just over a week. We have made it very clear to them that being great people who are 

confident to leave for secondary school is what we want for them and that everyone at home and in 

school will be mightily proud of them for doing the best they possibly can; that’s what counts. 



Dates For Your Diary  
 

6th May       Bank Holiday 

7th May  10am     Stay, Play & Learn. Every Tuesday in term time. 10—11.45am 

11th May 7pm     Friends’ Race Night. 

13th –16th May     Year 6 SATs week. 

16th May  2.30pm    Parent Forum. The first topic for discussion is Home Learning. 

20th May  8.50am    Coffee Morning. 

27th—31st May     Half-term break. 

3rd June       Teacher training day. Hangar Club open. 

Wb 10th June     Year 1 Phonics Check. 

10th-28th June     Year 4 Multiplication Check—information to follow. 

14th June       Fathers’ Day Lunch. 

20th June  8.50am    Coffee Morning. 

28th June       Friends’ Family Fun Night. 

2nd July       Sports Morning followed by picnic. 

3rd July        Reserve Sports Morning. 

4th July        A1 Music Festival. 

5th July        Year 6 swimming. 

Wb 8th July      Arts Week. 

12th July       Year 6 swimming. 

12th July       Annual reports sent home. 

18th July  8.50am    Coffee Morning. 

19th July  9am     Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly. Parents welcome. 

19th July evening    Year 6 Leavers’ barbeque and sleep over. 

24th July       Last day of the school year. 

24th July  2pm     Final Assembly. Parents welcome. 

25th & 26th July     Hangar Holiday Club. 

29th – 2nd August    Hangar Holiday Club. 

2nd, 3rd & 4th September  Hangar Holiday Club. 

24th & 25th October   Hangar Holiday Club. 

20th December     Hangar Holiday Club. 


