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Dear Parents, 

 This Newsletter is even bigger and better than usual with photographs from every class and 

some events. There are also some additional dates on the final page. 

 Along with the Newsletter you will also find information about a local Cubs and Beavers group, 

a half-term holiday club and a change to the published menu for 31st January for the whole 

school to tie in with Tornado and Dakota’s Castle Day. 

 Don’t forget, this coming Wednesday is Young Carers Awareness Day. The children are invited 

to come to school wearing something that makes them feel happy. We would be grateful for a £1 

donation in return. 

 Congratulations to Barn Owls House who collected the most House Points this week. This week 

has also seen me give out more ‘Happy Cards’ (Headteacher’s awards) than in any other week ever 

before. 

 With best wishes,  

 Mr Adrian Shepherd 

 Headteacher 

 

The Ermine Street Choir at Young Voices, Birmingham, this week. 



Messages from the School Office 

Thank you so much for donating your unwanted clothes to Bags 2 School—you have raised 

an amazing £212 for us! 

Key Sports and Coaching run extra-curricular clubs at Ermine Street Church Academy 

throughout the term. We are pleased to say that they will also be running Sports Camps, on 

the school site, on 18th, 19th February 2019.  Please see the accompanying information. 

Thunderbolt 

Attendance this week = 98.2% 

This week the children have been Bear spotting; we have loved our new portable bags and mini clip-

boards for writing and counting!  They have inspired us to jot down what we find or make maps we 

need to follow.  Funnily enough, we found some bears in our role play area – they have just moved in 

and have been painting and doing some DIY… 

We have also been learning to sign ‘When Goldilocks went to the house of the bears’ in Makaton.  We 

can sign the whole song, but here are some pictures to see if you can figure out which sign matches the 

words in bold in the title.  If you get stuck, ask someone from Thunderbolt! 



Collective Worship 

This term our theme is Fruits of the Spirit. 

This week we have been focusing on ‘Peace’; what it means to us and how we can find it. Next 

week we will exploring ‘Patience’. 

Dakota 

Attendance this week = 94.1% 

Dakota have been amazing authors this week. We started the week thinking about what settings and characters 

we may have in our own fairy tales and describing them with WOW adjectives. The children then worked 

on different areas to improve their writing skills, such as capital letters in the right places, coordinating          

conjunctions (and, but) and subordinating conjunctions (because, for, so). We then wrote our fairy tales with a 

twist, from The Three Little Pigs getting locked into Rapunzel's tower and the Gingerbread Man being able to 

multiply himself thousands of times! Lastly, we read our stories to Thunderbolt class with great pride! 

In Maths, we have been focusing on fractions. Year 1 have been exploring halves and quarters in shapes, real 

life objects and amounts. Please help your child to find different fractions around the house. Year 2 have been 

exploring a range of fractions. We looked at how 1/3 is bigger than 1/4 and why this is. The children also       

discovered that the numerator tells you how many parts you have and the denominator tells you how many 

parts the whole has been split equally into.  

Please continue to read with your children through the week, we are very excited to get our new reading certifi-

cates when we have flown through the racing track!  



Tornado  

Attendance this week = 97.8% 

Over the last couple of weeks Tornado class have enjoyed moving deeper into our castle topic, learning about 

how castles were built in order to keep invaders out.  We have written letters to Kings and royalty giving them 

an evaluation of their castle security and created a moat around our castle in the classroom to ensure that is 

also safe!  

On Wednesday we explored the idea of what it meant to be a part of a noble family by creating our own coast 

of arms with different media and we also created clay dragons to keep our castles safe.  They turned out     

beautifully and we cannot wait to paint them.  

In Maths this week we have been thinking about fractions. We have done lots of problem solving to think about 

what a fraction really is. Some of Year 1 used their knowledge of quarters to create a special pizza that could be 

shared by four children.  

Message from Ms Winter, Family Worker/Pastoral Support 

Thank you for the lovely warm welcome I have received since starting in January, I have been overwhelmed. 

It is lovely seeing the children’s smiling faces every morning. I am really enjoying my new role and am get-

ting to know the students as the days go by. I particularly enjoyed the Coffee Morning, it was lovely to be 

able to meet parents and spend a bit more time finding out about the school and its community. I hope to 

see more of you at the next Coffee Morning on 5th February in the Studio. 



From Revd. Rob 

In what ways would you like your life 

to be fruitful? 

The fruit that the Spirit produces in a       

person’s life is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

and self-control.      Galatians 5:22-23 

In our communal reflective spaces, the   

children are asked to ponder the fruits of 

the Spirit and what that means for them. In 

many ways this leads to a question for all 

us, whatever our faith or none: ‘In what 

ways would you like your life to be fruitful?’  

Young Voices 

Wow! What an amazing day was had by the choir at Young Voices on Wednesday. Last term, we had practised a 

range of songs from classics (Viva la Vida) to the Greatest Showman. On Wednesday morning we travelled to the 

Resorts World Centre in Birmingham and rehearsed with the famous conductor David Lawrence and a few       

famous faces, such as Beau Dermott (Britains Got Talent finalist), Tony Hadley (Spandau Ballet) and Sharlene   

Hector (Basement Jaxx). The children also got to dance alongside Urban Strides dance company. There were 6636 

children that took part as the Young Voices choir and we got to perform to all our friends and family later on in 

the evening. Thank you to all of the parents for helping the children to practise the lyrics and we hope you        

enjoyed the show as much as we did! The children were such a credit to the school and showed the Ermine Street 

Ethos at all times, respecting all the different adults and children that we worked with on the journey.  



Liberator 

Attendance this week = 96% 

Liberator have been working very hard over the last couple of weeks and have been doing some fantastic writing 

in particular. We hot-seated each other to work out what characters in the story might have been thinking and to 

deepen our understanding of character. We have been really good at sharing stories with each other in the    

reading corner which is lovely to see and hear. Not only have we been doing fantastic writing, but in R.E. we have 

been learning about the last supper, in particular the part where Jesus washes the disciples feet. We acted it out 

before discussing what it meant—the children had extra clean feet for the rest of the day!  

Hangar Club enjoying the 
snow! 



Hercules 

Attendance this week = 94.2% 

This term Hercules are finding out about the instruments that play in an orchestra - some of which would have 

been played by the music group on board the Titanic on its fatal voyage.  

Over the term we will learn about each family of instruments with the help of musicians visiting our class and 

sharing music with us. Today our first musician, who we know very well (ask someone in Hercules for their     

identity!), talked to us about the family of stringed instruments and played their violin for us to listen to. We also 

discovered that we have more than one person in Hercules that can play the violin, and the rest of us had fun 

finding out what it is like to hold and play a few notes on the violin … perhaps we have some musicians of the 

future amongst us!   

We have musicians lined up to help us explore woodwind and percussion instruments in the next few weeks, but 

are on the look out for anyone who may be able to play a brass instrument for us. If you can play a brass          

instrument and would be willing to play in front of Hercules Class, then please do let us know. Thank you.  

 Our term dates for 2019-2020 can now be found on our website. Please go to 

http://www.erminestreetca.org.uk/term-dates/  



Dates For Your Diary  
 

30th January      Young Carers Awareness Day. Wear something that makes you feel  

          happy. £1 donation. 

31st January 8.50am   Prayer Group. 

31st January      Tornado and Dakota Castle Day. Change to lunch menu. 

1st February 7pm    Friends of ESCA Quiz Night. 

5th February 8.50am   Coffee morning—everyone welcome. 

8th February 9am    Dakota class assembly followed by Sharing Learning. 

11th February     Hercules Titanic Experience Day. 

12th February     Parents’ Evening and mid-year reports. 

14th February     Parents’ Evening and mid-year reports. 

15th February     Teacher training day. Hangar Club open. 

18th—22nd February   Half-term. 

28th February, 8.50am  Prayer Group. 

28th February, 7pm   Rotary Quiz for Year 6 team. 

5th March 8am     Big Pancake Breakfast. 

8th March 9am     Hercules class assembly followed by Sharing Learning. 

15th March 9am    Thunderbolt class assembly followed by Sharing Learning. 

22nd March 9am    Liberator class assembly followed by Sharing Learning. 

27th March 8.50am   Coffee morning—everyone welcome. 

28th March, 8.50am   Prayer Group. 

29th March 9am    Tornado class assembly followed by Sharing Learning. 

29th March 12.30pm   Mothers’ Day Lunch. 

5th April       Last day of Spring term. 

23rd April       Teacher training day. Hangar Club open. 

24th April       First day of the Summer term. 

Contact Us 

Tel: 01480 276510       E-mail: businessmanager@erminestreetca.org.uk 

Website: www.erminestreetca.org.uk        @Ermine_Str_CA 


