
Dear Parents, 

 Welcome to our final Newsletter of the school                                  

year! A lot of this Newsletter is dedicated to Arts                                  

Week which took place last week. The learning your                             

children produced is well worth sharing here and more                              

will go on display ready for September. 

The first thing I must say is ‘thank you’. Thank you for loaning us your lovely children for the last 40 

weeks, thank you for working with as in partnership, thank you for contributing to events and       

activities and thank you for raising funds for our school. 

Next week 17 Year 6 children and a few from other year groups will be moving on, to new schools 

or new countries. May they grasp their new opportunities with confidence, knowing how much we 

support them and wish them the very best. Year 6, it has been a privilege to know you. 

In September we will be welcoming 30 children into Reception and about 10 children into other 

year groups. Our school will take another leap forward and we will soon have 150 children. 

This week has been  a great week for attendance. Our overall attendance figure for this year is 

96.3%. Governors had set us a target of 97% and so we are just under that. We have a number of 

children with 100% attendance but completely appreciate that illnesses can’t be avoided and so a 

few days off to get better is the norm. However, if holidays are taken too and attendance drops to 

90% this means that a whole month of learning has been missed. 

We have been reviewing Home Learning following the Parent Questionnaire in March and a Parent 

Forum earlier this term. As a result, Home Learning for Years 1-6 next year will include more choices 

and feedback will be given via a weekly comment in the child’s reading diary/planner. 

During the summer break Miss Hibbert is getting married! We wish her every happiness for the big 

day and beyond. When she returns in September she will be Mrs Sheppard (different spelling!). 

And if you are looking for something for your children to do over the summer, why not get them 

enrolled for the Summer Reading Challenge at Huntingdon Library. Go to https://

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-&-culture/libraries/library-news/summer-

reading-challenge/ for more information. 

Have a wonderful weekend and, in case I don’t have an opportunity to speak to you before the end 

of term, have a fun-filled, safe and healthy summer. 

 Mr Adrian Shepherd, Headteacher 
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Penelope With The Suitors, our Arts Week image. 



Thunderbolt 

Attendance this week = 97.3% (last time = 99.2%) 

During Arts week, we have completed our starfish, explored making and floating boats, tried making  

paper hats and boats, experimented with Brusho and discovered how the colours mix together, and   

created collages of boats on the open sea!  All linked to the school’s painting for this week.  Our boat 

collages all look fantastic! 

Our responses to what we could see in the painting were really insightful; we noticed lots of details and 

worked out that a king was in there somewhere.  We noticed the colour blue was in the painting a lot, 

and we wondered what the lady was making…we wondered whether it was a cover or a flag. 

In our writing, we chose whether we were going to describe what we could see, imagine what the     

people were saying, or make up a story about what might be happening.  Here are some examples: 

I w�n� � �l�
�e� �i����!  Y�� ���� h��� t  w�i� �n!�� I �" d�$�, bos)� b *+. 

Everybody was feeling poorly.  They went on a boat to a lady doctor.  Can you help me?  I will give 
you some special cream to make your diseases go away. 

The king was late.  The waves were slow.  He came to watch the lady. 

Once upon a time there was a pirate.  He climbed the crows nest.  He fell in to the sea. 

T.� /0n1 i+ h�20n1 � 3456p��68.  H� ���� g  t  ;.� cas;4�. 



Dakota 

Attendance this week = 98.3% (last time = 88.4%) 

Last week, Dakota enjoyed learning a lot about the painting 'Penelope and the Suitors' painted by  

Pinturicchio. We looked closely at the painting first, to make predictions about what we think was   

happening, who the different people were and where it may be set. We went on to discover that it 

must be on an island due to the sea and boats outside and did a bit of research to find out that it was 

on the Greek island Ithaca. Dakota were really interested in the artwork that Penelope was weaving, so 

we went onto make our own! They worked really hard on weaving in and out of the string and    

changing the colour to create a sea picture.  

Later on in the week, we found out that Penelope was the wife of Odysseus and that she was waiting 

for him to come back from war. The children imagined what Penelope and the men may be saying in 

the picture and used this in English to learn about speech marks. In Maths, we discovered lots of     

repeating patterns in the painting from the flooring to the cat's tail. This helped us to create our own 

repeating patterns from changing the shape each time and/or the colour.  

Finally, we created a painting of the sea scene in the 

background thinking about the different colours you 

can find in the sea and using powder paints to mix 



From Revd. Rob 

How do you achieve a balance of busyness and rest? 

For a lot of us we will get a break from the busyness in the shape of a summer holiday. The      

challenge, even when on holiday, is to find rest.  

In his book ‘Forest Church’ Bruce Stanley writes: “…

Directed Attention Fatigue, a condition you get 

into when you’re over-concentrating or focussing. 

It leads to irritability, compulsiveness, impatience 

and making bad decisions… The antidote is time 

outside. Recovery from mental fatigue and rest 

oration of attention happens easily in nature.”  

How can we make the most of the summer to find 

‘rest’ to balance the busyness of life? Alconbury 

Weald Church are having an outdoor communion 

service around the campfire on the 18th August 

5pm at the end of the school field, you are very 

welcome to come and join us and find rest. 

Messages from the School Office 
 

Please can I remind you that all outstanding  monies for lunch and Hangar should 

be paid by Wednesday, the last day of term.  Please speak to or email Mrs Mathews 

if you have any queries.    

Please check out the attached posters about a Stagecoach Summer School and Stay, 

Play & Learn when we return in September. 

Collective Worship 

This week in Collective Worship we continued with our Explore, Discover, Learn 

theme, focusing on ‘Learn: to make a difference’. We have reflected on how we can 

make a difference to the people around us every day. Next week we will                 

understandably be thinking about ‘Moving On’. 



Tornado  

Attendance this week = 98.6% (last time = 95.6%) 

Tornado class found Arts Week to be lots of fun! We started the week looking at the picture and coming up 

with ideas for the story behind it.  We also hunted for different repeating patterns in maths and created our 

own.  In geography the children had a problem to solve.  It said that Miss Roberts wanted to go on holiday to 

where the picture was set but that without knowing where it was getting on the right plane would be difficult.  

So the children looked at the physical features they could plot from the image and soon realised it was a group 

of islands in a rounded shape.  They then hunted for examples of these in an atlas, thinking about whittling the 

options down based on things such as the weather and what they could spot.  For example it couldn’t be in 

Antarctic because the weather looked too warm and there was no ice in the water.  Finally we found a group of 

islands that looked promising in the Mediterranean Sea, we think they were Greek Islands. We explored the 

ocean scene within the image and used our imagination to think about what else we could see out of the     

window using different shades of powder paint.  We also created some beautiful weavings of the ocean. We all 

really enjoyed the opportunity to spend some time discussing and thinking about 1 piece of artwork.  

I would just like to say it has been a complete pleasure to teach Tornado class this year; we are really proud of 

each and every child for the progress they have made.  Keep up the hard work Tornados and have a lovely, safe 

summer.  



Liberator 

Attendance this week = 95.8% (last time = 93.0%) 

Last week, Liberator spent a great time looking at Penelope and the Suitors. They first explored what 

they thought the picture was of, before then learning that it was based on the story of Odysseus. The 

children were then asked to choose 4 different projects that they would like to complete during the 

week, based on the painting, as well as a writing project. There were lots of different ideas including: sea 

paintings, portraits, printing, weaving, shipwrecks, clay gifts and model boats, as well as many more. The 

children spent time working both as pairs and as individuals during the week and produced some     

fantastic art. There were some fabulous gifts for Penelope created using clay, including a gift box and a 

clam with pearls. As well as this there were some excellent prints made, some using similar patterns to 

the floor tiles in the painting and others based on ships flags or other elements from the pictures. There 

were some great sea paintings involving lots of textures and different techniques with different paints, 

as well as some excellent models of boats. Alongside the art, we completed English and Maths activities. 

The children produced some excellent creative writing in lots of different genres including poems and 

newspaper reports.  



Hercules 

Attendance this week = 100%!! (last time = 97.8%) 

Over the last few weeks, Hercules have had great fun getting creative with the painting ‘Penelope and 

her Suitors’ . We started Arts Week by using our Maths learning on scaling, to enlarge small sections of 

the painting and together create one large sketch of the painting. After writing about the story of    

Odysseus depicted in the painting from different points of view, we looked more closely at where the 

painting was set. We stitched the journey Odysseus took across the Mediterranean to get home to    

Ithaca in Greece, and then used a range of techniques to help create 3D images of Greek columns and 

different media to create collages of Ancient Greek buildings.  It’s been great fun give new things a try 

and to see what effects we can create with them … and the end results … some simply stunning art work 

we are all proud of!    



Dates For Your Diary  
 

22nd July 3.30pm    Year 5 and 6 Grafham Residential meeting. 

23rd July       Hercules class trip. 

24th July       Last day of the school year. 

24th July  2pm     Final Assembly. Parents welcome. 

25th & 26th July     Hangar Holiday Club. 

29th – 2nd August    Hangar Holiday Club. 

2nd, 3rd & 4th September  Hangar Holiday Club. 

5th September     First day of the Autumn term. 

21st—25th October   Half-term break 

24th & 25th October   Hangar Holiday Club. 

19th December     Last day of the Autumn term. 

 

A full set of dates for the Autumn term and beyond will be sent out in the first few 

days of term. 


