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Dear Parents, 

 Further on in this Newsletter Miss Barker praises Year 6 for their attitude towards their SATs this 

week. I whole-heartedly agree. The determination and positivity we witnessed was so pleasing and 

a credit to the children and their parents. One child even did a silent punch of the air when they 

completed a particularly tricky question, not something you often see in a test! 

 On the final page of the Newsletter you will find some new dates which include reading         

sessions for each class. These will involve each teacher practically demonstrating a reading time 

just like you might have with your child at home. We will include strategies for reading, compre-

hension and simply enjoying reading. This will be followed by some time for you to enjoy a book 

with your child. 

 Have a wonderful weekend.  

 Mr Adrian Shepherd, Headteacher 

 

Put the date in your diary now. The next big event organised by the Friends of ESCA is an evening 

for the whole family. 



Thunderbolt 

Attendance this week = 88.3% (a few poorly people) (last time = 98.7%) 

We have been watching our caterpillars make their way up to the top of their pot, and left one            

caterpillar last Friday beginning to make a chrysalis.  This week we have moved them into our larger net, 

and check on them throughout the day to see if anything is emerging.  In anticipation, we have been 

learning caterpillar songs and have even made up our own short (but sweet) rhyme!  We have also been 

reading them stories to help them feel at home in our classroom. 

Alongside this, we are busy making and painting in different ways.  We are decorating small treasure 

boxes and have decided what we might keep in them; some of the items might poke out at either 

end.  Some children have also been making box model         

vehicles.  They are still taking shape, and some of them will  

become clearer once we have painted them.  Miss Sleigh is 

brilliant at helping us talk through our ideas!  We have         

included the early stages of a bus, a car and a dino truck – can 

you tell which is which yet?  



Dakota 

Attendance this week = 92.1% (last time = 94.7%) 

What a fabulous couple of weeks we've had! Dakota class have been learning all about ‘Koko and the 

Great Bear’ in English and have been using lots of ambitious vocabulary. We discussed the                

different characters and how Koko changed from a timid, young bear cub to a more inquisitive bear, 

to a fully grown courageous bear that was able to lead his tribe. The children then created wanted 

posters to help gain more brave and adventurous bears to join Koko's tribe. Ask your children if they 

can remember any of the interesting vocabulary they learnt this week. 

Today was very exciting as we received a letter to explain that the animal we found and have been 

looking after is the lost Nigerian blue spotted ciliate butterfly! This helped us start our exploration of           

the different types of animals we may find in Africa and why these animals live in their particular     

habitat.  

On Thursday, we were very lucky to have a visit from Daniel Beckett from Godmanchester Baptist 

Church. He answered lots of our questions about how the Church helps people in need in our        

community. The children have been thinking about how we could help the community and would like 

to set up a food donation point in school.  We will let you know more when the children have finalised 

their plans!  



From Revd. Rob 

What does it mean to be a light in 

our community? 

At our Interactive Service last Sunday we explored a 

bible passage (Matthew 5:13-16) where Jesus is 

teaching the people. He says to them, “You are the 

light of the world.”  This led us in part to consider 

light; what we do with it and how we use it. Then we 

wondered what this means for us personally and 

how we live our lives.  

Messages from the School Office 

The new football sessions start after half term on June 4th (see attached poster).  Due to personal 

circumstances Adam, the football coach, will need to take two consecutive weeks off work 

next half term.   We will let you know the dates of these as soon as they are arranged. He will 

then add these two outstanding sessions on at the end of term. 

With half term approaching can all outstanding monies for lunches and Hangar Club please be 

paid.  Mrs Mathews will send out lunch payment reminders. 

Just a reminder, with the warmer weather, school dresses and hats are for sale from the office.  

Collective Worship 

This term our theme is Explore, Discover, Learn. We are taking each part of our aims and unpicking 

what they mean for us as people, not just learners. This week we have been considering how we can 

‘explore our potential’. Next week we move on to ‘explore how we can serve others’. 



Tornado  

Attendance this week = 98.9% (last time = 100%) 

Tornado class have been working hard to investigate what the animal found in the school grounds 

could be…we finally found out that it is a special kind of African butterfly! So we are now enjoying 

learning about different African animals and the habitats they live in.  This week we were lucky enough 

to have time with a tennis coach!  It was lots of fun and we found out that lots of Tornado class are 

excellent tennis players.  We have also had a visit from Daniel Beckett (Godmanchester Baptist Church) 

this week who came to talk to us about how to support out local community.  We asked lots of big 

questions and decided we would like to work with him to support our community.  In maths this week 

we have been focusing on    problem solving and having a tenacious attitude to problems where there 

is more than one possible answer. In English we have been thinking about questions and how we can 

get more information from open questions than closed ones.  Hopefully Tornado class will practise 

asking you questions over the weekend!  



Liberator 

Attendance this week = 98.1% (last time = 96.9%) 

Liberator have spent lots of time over the last couple of weeks looking at teeth, their importance and 

their function. We have been very busy creating our own clay teeth, modelled just like human teeth. The 

children then labelled these with their function. We have also then looked at the importance of keeping 

teeth clean, and tested the children's teeth brushing skills with disclosing tablets. The children were very 

excited about this, although some enjoyed it more than others!  

We have also been continuing our topic of Anglo-Saxons and we have looked at how the people came 

to England and their tribes they took over. We played a game where the amount of land they were     

allowed to conquer was determined by the number they rolled. Some of the children were thrilled when 

they rolled and were able to conquer 50 spaces. We have also been learning to play the recorder this 

term and the children have enjoyed getting better and better at this. They are almost sounding like an 

ensemble now!  



Stay, Play & Learn 

“Stay, Play & Learn” is our sessions for parents, carers and under 5’s. Come and join us every Tues-

day during term time from 10am until 11.45am (or for any time in between) to meet people just 

like you and let your children play and explore.  

We have already expanded the toys and resources we have available.  

Your first session is free and then £2 per week. We would love to see you all. 

Hangar Club 

This week in Hangar club we have             

introduced the reading and reflection shed. 

Next week we will be adding the children's 

book reviews and art work.  

Please remember Hangar is open on 3rd 

June for the school Inset Day.   

Friends of ESCA 
Last Saturday evening we held our first Race Night. It was extremely well attended and many    

people who couldn’t come still supported the event. With all manner of fundraising ploys, we 

raised the stunning total of £1940! A huge thank you to everyone who came along or supported 

this event in any way. 

The money raised will make a massive difference to the school library, providing the children with 

about 200 new books to enjoy. 

See you at the Family Fun Night on 28th June. 



Hercules 

Attendance this week = 99.2% (last time = 98.8%) 

This week has been a little different for Hercules, as Year 6 have been completing their SATs. Their     

focus, and the support and encouragement they have given each other throughout the week, has been 

a credit to them. We asked them to try their best and do themselves proud, and that’s exactly the        

attitude we saw. Well done Year 6. Year 5 have had a different week too, enjoying having the classroom 

to themselves, as they have embarked on their own special mission to find out the stories and other 

facts associated with different constellations. As a treat for everyone’s hard work, we have ended the 

week with a special day – designing and making our own celebration cookies, having a special fish and 

chip picnic lunch under the protection of the poly tunnel, and having 

a little pampering time with a spa afternoon, amongst other 

things.  Thank you to Miss Evans, Mrs Clarke and Mr Bridges for    

helping us make the day special.  



Dates For Your Diary  
 

21st May  10am     Stay & Play 

22nd May  8.50am    Coffee Morning. PLEASE NOTE, THIS IS A CHANGE OF DATE. 

27th—31st May     Half-term break. 

3rd June       Teacher training day. Hangar Club open. 

Wb 10th June     Year 1 Phonics Check. 

10th-28th June     Year 4 Multiplication Check—information to follow. 

12th June  2.30pm    Reading session for Thunderbolt class. 

14th June       Fathers’ Day Lunch. 

20th June  8.50am    Coffee Morning. 

21st June  2.30pm    Reading session for Dakota class. 

28th June 6pm     Friends’ Family Fun Night. 

2nd July       Sports Morning followed by picnic. 

2nd July  2.30pm    Reading session for Hercules class. 

3rd July        Reserve Sports Morning. 

4th July        A1 Music Festival. 

5th July        Year 6 swimming. 

Wb 8th July      Arts Week. 

11th July  2.30pm    Reading session for Tornado class. 

12th July       Year 6 swimming. 

12th July       Annual reports sent home. 

18th July  8.50am    Coffee Morning. 

18th July  2.30pm    Reading session for Liberator class. 

19th July  9am     Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly. Parents welcome. 

19th July evening    Year 6 Leavers’ barbeque and sleep over. 

24th July       Last day of the school year. 

24th July  2pm     Final Assembly. Parents welcome. 

25th & 26th July     Hangar Holiday Club. 

29th – 2nd August    Hangar Holiday Club. 

2nd, 3rd & 4th September  Hangar Holiday Club. 

24th & 25th October   Hangar Holiday Club. 


