
 

    Dear Parents, 

 Welcome to our first, photo-packed Newsletter     

 of the new school year. For those of you new 

 to Ermine Street, we produce such a Newsletter 

 every 2 weeks so that you gain an insight into 

 life in and around the classroom. And the fact 

 that the weather always seems to be great in 

 September, means that the photos look        

 especially good! 

 The ability of children new to school and new to Ermine Street to quickly settle never ceases 

to impress me. Reception children are always tired by the end of the week but they handled 

lunchtime yesterday and today with aplomb and the rest of the school loved seeing them.   

 Some clubs have begun this week and the rest start next week. I have been asked why some 

are free and others involve a cost. Our aim is to provide as many clubs as we can. To achieve 

this, in addition to their normal day, staff offer their time to provide some clubs at no cost. 

However, we are not able to offer a huge number of clubs in this way and so others are made 

available through local businesses who specialise in this provision. Not all schools provide free 

clubs but we will always commit to providing some. 

 Finally, a community story I came across this week that is well worth sharing with you.     

During the summer holiday, volunteers from around Huntingdon came together at             

Huntingdon Methodist Church to provide cooked breakfasts 5 days a week for people who are 

in need financially. These volunteers served over 600 breakfasts! What a difference their time 

made to those families. 

Have a wonderful weekend.  

 Mr Adrian Shepherd 

    Headteacher 
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Smart measuring, especially when you’ve 

just started school. 



Thunderbolt (Reception)  

Our first week…and our first entry in a Newsletter! 

We have certainly been busy in Thunderbolt, getting to know new routines, explore our new 

surroundings, meet new people – lots packed in to a short space of time.  So far we have 

learned we like singing together!  We have discovered apples growing in our outside   

classroom (and eaten them too), visited the office and Mr Shepherd’s room to say hello, as 

well as sneaking in to other classrooms.  We have begun to share a playtime with the rest of 

the school and it has been lovely to see Thunderbolt meet and interact with the older     

children, who are doing a fabulous job of making us feel so welcome. 



Tornado (Year 1) Attendance this week 95.8% 

 

Tornado class have had a super start to Year 1! We have started our topic learning all 

about superheroes. The children have been sorting fictional and real life superheroes and 

discussing what makes a real life superhero. In Maths we have started to focus on the 

numbers 0-20. We have been counting objects and then matching them to the numeral. 

See if your child can count and write the numbers 11, 12 and 13 at home. 

 

In English, we have been recounting our Superhero day on Friday. We made superhero 

masks, superhero doll puppets and had to find the missing numbers that Batman took 

from the number lines. Our new words were ‘chronological order’ and ‘fronted              

adverbials’ and we have been using these to write our own recounts.  

 

Tornado class have PE on Thursdays and Fridays so please make sure they have both   

indoor and outdoor clothes in school on these days. 



Blenheim (Year 2) Attendance this week 98.7% 

We have had an excellent start to the new school year in Blenheim class. The children have 

settled in well and are already showing what excellent learners they are. We have been busy 

starting to learn about our topic ‘Amazing Astronauts’. The children have discovered that 

the first astronauts in space were not in fact human but were animals. We then thought 

about whether it was right to send animals into space.  

In English we have begun our work on ‘Man on the Moon (A Day in the Life of Bob).’ The 

children particularly enjoyed finding all the aliens in the story, even though we know that 

aliens aren’t really real…. The children pretended to give a tour of the moon to some of the 

tourists who had arrived to see it and then we wrote some postcards home explaining what 

a fantastic day we had! In Maths we have been looking at what 2-digit numbers mean and 

how we can partition and represent them in lots of different ways. We have lots more       

exciting learning to do this year and I look forward to all the fantastic things we are going 

to get up to!  



Messages from the School Office 

Would your child be interested in private singing lessons in school? Please let 

Mrs Mathews know if you are.  We are currently gauging if there is sufficient 

interest to progress with this!  

We do have drum and piano lessons available in school.  Please let Mrs 

Mathews know if you would like further details.  

Clubs. We still have spaces available for Netball and Running Club.  Running 

Club is now open for pupils in Y3-6. 

Hangar Club – Miss Evans has asked if possible, if you could please email 

Hangar Club directly with any general queries or booking requests 

(hangarclub@erminestreetca.org.uk)   

September Hangar Club invoices will be sent out next week. Apologies for the 

delay which is due to new school year administration. 

Collective Worship 

This week in Collective Worship we have been thinking about Respect—for where we live and learn. 

Next week we continue our focus on respect but move on to consider respect for everyone we meet. 

Reflection from Rev. Rob 

I like this challenging quote by Albert Einstein as I 

think it is helpful in reflecting on the question; ‘how 

do we respect others?’ 

In the Bible in the first book of Kings (chapter 17   

verses 7-16) there is a story about the prophet Elijah 

and a widow. It is a story that we often look at as 

teaching us about trust and God’s provision but we 

tend to overlook that it is also a story about treating 

other people with dignity and respect. Both the 

prophet Elijah and the poor widow treated each other 

with respect as they listened to each other and to God. 

Alconbury Weald Church are having an outdoor communion service around the campfire on the 

22nd September 5pm at the end of the school field, you are very welcome to come and join us. 



Liberator (Year 3/4) Attendance this week 99.7% 

Liberator have had a great start to the new school year and have been really excited to learn as much as 

they can about the Stone Age. We have learnt about the types of food available to Stone Age people 

and very quickly realised it must have been a tough life, especially as they could not just nip to Tesco! 

We became hunters and gathers for an afternoon and collected the different items these would have 

eaten. We used our spears (foam javelins) and baskets to collect our food.  We were surprised at the 

different items they ate and thought about why they had to eat specific things. We have also learnt 

about weapons they may have used and the animals that they may have seen. We are looking forward 

to creating our own Stone Age menu and finding out about the types of homes. 

This afternoon we have been thinking about God’s wonderful world.  It was great to take the time     

together as a class to think about what we could see, hear and feel outside and we came up with a 

huge list of things that wowed us! If you’re out and about over the weekend and have the chance to 

stop and reflect it would be great to be able to add to our list.  

Please could we remind you that as a part of Key Stage 2 all of the children in Liberator class need to 

bring their own snack to school each day.  This must be a fruit or vegetable.  The children also need 

to have a water bottle in school every day. Finally our PE days are Wednesday and Thursday.  



Hercules (Year 5/6) Attendance this week 99.2% 

This week Hercules travelled back in time to the year 1492 and boarded the Santa Maria to 

join Christopher Columbus on his expedition across the Atlantic Ocean. On the way they 

discovered how little people knew about other countries of the world at the time, and how, 

whilst trying to reach India, Columbus came across the Americas. As part of their adventure, 

they went exploring a part of Alconbury Weald few people have ever ventured into … the 

Weald Wilderness! They collected samples of the plants they discovered, and waved at the 

Natives they saw. By the end of the voyage, they had learned lots and discovered that their 

topic this term will involve learning lots more about North America!   



Friends of ESCA 

Welcome to a new year of school and a new year of Friends of ESCA. We know that you are 

as excited as we are to be starting the school year up again. As we start the year, remember 

that our main focus is children-the children in your home and the children in our school.  If 

this is your first year at Ermine Street Church Academy, we would like to extend a very warm 

welcome to you. 

Whether a new or returning family, we thank you for your contributions, time, and commit-

ment to our organization, our teachers, and most importantly, our students! As a member of 

the WSPTA, you are a voice for our students and part of the largest child advocacy program 

in the world! It is such a rewarding experience!!    

As we embark on our third year, we look forward to continuing the working partnership we 

have established with the adminstration, staff and community. 

We encourage each and every one of you to become a part of our team.  The number one 

reason to join the Friends of ESCA is to benefit the children.  In doing so, you also help us.  

But there are many more advantages: 

By becoming a member, you’ll be 

demonstrating to your child the          

importance you place on education.  

By volunteering, you gain valuable     

experiences and personal confidence. 

It’s an opportunity to put your skills and 

hobbies to good use, for a good cause.  

By getting involved, you’ll be part of the 

solution, helping to make positive 

change.  

Meetings and events provide              

opportunities to meet other parents and 

school staff.  

We hope you can join us for our AGM 

on Wednesday, September 25 at 7:15 

pm.  


